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the day on which his son had left him to enter the Society, the marquis
had entirely devoted himself to the practice of perfect virtue and penance.
Humility and obedience were the young novice's favourite virtues,
and by them he gained a perfect mastery over himself. To appear poor,
little, and contemptible was his delight, and he rejoiced to see the last
and worst portion in anything fall to his share. He was never known
guilty of the least transgression of the rule of silence or any other; and
feared to arrive one moment too late at any duty. He would not, without
the leave of his master, speak one word even to his kinsman, Cardinal
Roborei; nor would he ever stay with him so long as to fail one minute
in any rule. It happened that the pious and learned Jerom Flatus, whilst
he was his master of novices, thinking his perpetual application to prayer
and study prejudicial to his health, ordered him to spend in conversing
with others after dinner, not only the hour allotted for all, but also the
half hour longer which is allowed to those who dined at the second table.
Father minister, not knowing this order, punished him for it, and obliged
him publicly to confess his fault; which he underwent without offering
excuse. The minister learning afterwards how the matter was, admired
very much his silence, but for his greater merit enjoined him another
penalty for not telling him the order of his master. The saint bore in
silence and joy the imputation and chastisement of the faults of any others,
because this afforded him an opportunity of exercising patience, meek-
ness, and humility. By a habit of continual application of his mind to
God, attention at prayer seemed so easy and natural to him that he told
his superior, who put to him that question, that if all the involuntary
distractions at his devotions during six months were joined together,
they would not amount to the space of one Hail Mary, His health
decaying, he was forbid to meditate or pray, except at regular times.
This he found the hardest task of his whole life, so great a struggle did
it cost him to resist the impulse with which his heart was carried towards
God. For the recovery of his health he was sent to Naples, where he
stayed half a year, and then returned to Rome, In that city, after com-
pleting his novitiate of two years, he made his religious vows on the
2oth of November 1587, and soon after received minor orders.

Aloysius had finished his logic whilst a page in the Spanish court,
and his course of natural philosophy during his nine months' stay at
Milan. After this he commenced student in divinity under Gabriel
Vasquez and other celebrated professors; but a family contest obliged
him to interrupt his studies. His uncle, Horatius Gonzaga, died without
issue, and bequeathed by will his estate of Sulphurino to the Duke of
Mantua. Ralph, the saint's brother, pleaded that the donation was invalid,
the estate being a fief of the empire, which inalienably devolves on the
next heir in blood, and he obtained a rescript of the Emperor Maximilian